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CHARMAINE JEFFERSON TAKES HELM AT 

CALIFORNIA AFRICAN AMERICAN MUSEUM

New Director Brings Paula Madison and Shawn Farrar to Foundation Board

LOS ANGELES – (July 2, 2003) – Charmaine Jefferson has been named the new executive director at the California African American Museum.  Jefferson was appointed by the State Board and Governor Gray Davis effective June 1, 2003.  The museum recently re-opened after an extensive renovation.


Jefferson has an extensive history in the arts, dance and charitable public service.  She has served as Deputy and Acting Commissioner of New York City’s Department of Cultural Affairs; executive director, Dance Theatre of Harlem; and as a senior dance program specialist and site visit coordinator for the National Endowment for the Arts.  On the corporate side, Jefferson most recently she served as a corporate director for Disney Entertainment Productions, and as producer for 16 original shows for Disney’s California Adventure theme park, and vice president of business affairs for dePasse Entertainment.  

“I am delighted with this appointment,” says Jefferson.  “The California African American Museum is in a pivotal position in its history.  Due to recent modifications, we can offer world class exhibitions to the public, and are curating several upcoming exhibitions.  My mission is to continue the charter of the museum--to research, collect, preserve and interpret for 

-more-

public enrichment, the history, art and culture of African Americans with emphasis on California and the western United States—but to expand on that theme by bringing more cultural activities to the Los Angeles area communities, as well as increase partnerships within the State of California.”


Jefferson’s career began as a professional concert and theatrical dancer, where she flourished until she elected to shift to the business, education and presentation side of the arts.  As deputy commissioner in New York,  Jefferson served New York City’s nearly 2,300 art, and cultural organizations for nearly 5 years through an operating and grant program budget of $69M, a capital project budget of $122M, an exhibition gallery, and numerous artist and community support programs.  In this capacity, Jefferson served as a spokes person for the agency, Commissioner and the Mayor.  She provided executive oversight for numerous capital projects in New York City-owned cultural institutions such as the addition of the west wing of the Metropolitan Museum of Art; infrastructure renovations to the Queens Museum, the sculpture garden for the Studio Museum in Harlem and many more.  Among these 32 city-owned cultural institutions, Jefferson also served ex-officio on the Boards of:  Carnegie Hall, NYC Ballet, El Museo del Barrio, Museum of the City of New York, Lincoln Center, the American Museum of Natural History and the Metropolitan Museum of Art.   

In addition to her work in the arts, she has also forged a path in the commercial entertainment arena right here in Los Angeles.  She served Director of Show Development and Creative Arts Resources for Disney Entertainment Productions.  She has also held the position of Vice President of Business Affairs for de Passe Entertainment.

For more than 25 years, Jefferson has committed her personal efforts to furthering the arts.  She is currently Executive Consultant to the Governing Committee of the International Association of Blacks in Dance, the Lula Washington Contemporary Dance Foundation, and Opera Noir.  She currently teaches business law to multimedia design and art students at the Art Institute of California, Orange County and will be providing arts marketing workshops for the Center for Cultural Innovation.


In addition to her appointment, Jefferson brings two new appointees to the Museum’s Foundation Board, Friends; Paula Madison, president and general manager of KNBC, and 
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Shawn Farrar, director of Diverse Business Enterprises for Sempra Energy.  On the appointments, “In the midst of State budget cuts, it is more important than ever that we steadfastly grow the resources of our Foundation, so that museum can flourish,” says Jefferson. “I am certain that the addition of these two individuals to our Foundation Board will assist us in bringing greater resources, partnerships and recognition to the Museum.

The California African American Museum is located at 600 State Drive in Exposition Park.  Admission is free.  Parking is $6.  For more information, please call 213/744-7432 or visit us on the web at www.caam.ca.gov.
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