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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1NEW SUNDAY CULTURAL SERIES AT CAAM

Los Angeles – (December 13, 2004) – The California African American Museum (CAAM) introduces a new monthly series beginning January, 2005.  Entitled Target Sundays at CAAM: Telling our Stories, Experiencing our Art and Sharing our History, this Sunday cultural experience celebrates the diverse influences and achievements of art and culture from the African American Diaspora. Through the eyes and voices of traditional and contemporary artists, community leaders, cultural historians, activists, and educators, this innovative series explores the African American experience with storytelling, theatre, poetry, dance, quilt making, spoken word, films, roundtable conversations, and live musical performances. 

In addition to the variety of programs presented, the event will also include a year long visual art series called “Tribal Voices: The Quilted Community Project.”  Led by quilt maker/visual artist, Dorothy Taylor, this unique quilt making project targets the stories and voices of the community into collective artwork which will be displayed in the Conference Center at CAAM upon completion.  

Says Charmaine Jefferson, Executive Director at CAAM, “Target Corporation has afforded us the unique opportunity to provide an exciting array of free public programming throughout 2005.  Their support of CAAM and the arts allows us to expand our outreach and lend voice to many aspects of the African American cultural experience that otherwise would be silent.  We encourage the public to join us in these monthly celebrations.”

The programs run from 11 am-5 pm on the first Sunday of every month with the exception of January and September.  Scheduled programming for the first half of the year is as follows:  

SUNDAY, JANUARY 16, 2005 

VOICES OF A DREAMER: CELEBRATING MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR

This inaugural Sunday series kicks off with the West Coast premiere of the short film, Just Passin’ Through, written by Howard Simon, followed by an introduction of our year long visual art series, Tribal Voices: The Quilted Community Project.  In addition, attendees can enjoy an afternoon performance of spoken word, poetry, and music witnessing the life and times of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2005 
REMEMBERING MALCOLM X - MYSTERIES, MYTHS & MISCONCEPTIONS! 
This 40th anniversary tribute examines the legacy of Malcolm X with the screening of the critically acclaimed film, Death of a Prophet featuring Morgan Freeman and Yolanda King.  In addition, youth forums/workshops on tolerance and understanding will be held as well as a live stage reading of The Meeting, written by Jeff Stetson, an award-wining play which dramatizes a secret meeting between Malcolm X and Martin Luther King, Jr. 



SUNDAY, MARCH 6, 2005 
IT'S SUNDAY, WHERE IS YOUR HAT? 
This gathering of hats, crowns, and jewels explores the historical, social and political importance of "Hat-titude" in the African American community. From the Black Arts Movement to the Hip Hop Revolution, this fun-filled afternoon commences with a "Kool Kids Fashion & Hat Show." Special excerpts performed from the award-winning musical play, Crowns, written by Regina Taylor.   Hats with "Hat-titude" are strongly recommended!

SUNDAY, APRIL 3, 2005 
TESTIFYIN’ & PHILOSOPHYIN’ - THE SPOKEN WORD EXPLOSION!

In honor of National Poetry Month, The Fly Poet Spoken Word and Music Showcase comes to CAAM. This eclectic, poetic and musical tour -de-force of words in motion features the brightest and best poetry spoken word artists in Los Angeles. The event begins with a poetry workshop for young audiences followed by the Poetry/Spoken Word Live at CAAM Competition.  Film screening: Langston Hughes: The Dream Keeper by St. Clair Bourne.

SUNDAY, MAY 1, 2005
OPERA IN THE GALLERIES...TEA ON THE SIDE

Telling Her-Story: Phenomenal Black Voices featuring Opera Noir

This special mother’s day performance pays tribute to the un-sung Black “She-roes” of the opera world.  Special master class for vocalists and instrumental workshops are available for young audiences, as well as a screening of the documentary film, Aida’s Brothers and Sisters: Black Voices in Opera featuring Marian Anderson.  Mothers and daughters can enjoy tea tasting in the Sculpture Court (fathers and sons are encouraged to attend as well).

SUNDAY, JUNE 5, 2005 
GROWIN’ OUT OF GOSPEL - A MUSICAL CELEBRATION!
Gospel music has become a profound force in American music and pop culture. This soul-stirring celebration features traditional and contemporary choirs, quartets and soloists, coupled with the “new age” inspirational music experience for a toe tapping and hand raising good time!  A special film screening of Say Amen, Somebody features the Father of Gospel Music, Thomas Dorsey.

For more updated information on Target Sundays at CAAM, please call the hotline at 213.744.2132.

About Target Stores

Minneapolis-based Target Stores serves guests at 1,167 stores in 47 states nationwide by delivering today’s best retail trends at affordable prices.  Whether visiting a Target store or shopping online at target.com, guests enjoy a fun and convenience shopping experience with access to thousands of unique and highly differentiated items.  Target Stores, along with its parent company Target Corporations (NYSE:TGT), gives back more than $2 million a week to its local communities through grants and special programs.  Since opening its first store in 1962, Target has partnered with nonprofit organizations, guests and tem members to help meet community needs.

About the California African American Museum

The mission of the California African American Museum is to research, collect, preserve 

and interpret for public enrichment, the history, art and culture of African Americans with emphasis on California and the western United States.

The museum is located at 600 State Drive in Exposition Park.  Admission is free.  Parking is $6.  For more information, please call 213/744-7432.  The California African American Museum is a State of California museum, Arnold Schwarzenegger, Governor.  

# # #

press release








