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CALIFORNIA FIRST LADY SPEAKS AT INAUGURAL WOMEN’S 

LUNCHEON AT CAAM
 

Los Angeles – (February 23, 2005) – Inspired by the mythical Queen Calafia who ruled an island inhabited by strong and passionate black women, the California African American Museum instituted its inaugural “In the Spirit of Calafia” luncheon on February 22, 2005.  In the 16th century book, Calafia and her followers are described as follows: “…there is an island called California, which is peopled with black women, without any men among them, for they were accustomed to live in the fashion of Amazons.  They were of strong and hardy bodies, of ardent courage and great force… [and] reigned in this island of California a Queen, very large in person, the most beautiful of all of them, of blooming years, and in her thought desirous of achieving great things, strong of limb and of great courage, more than any of those who had filled her throne before her, Queen Calafia.”  

 

The gathering at CAAM, which coincides with Black History Month, brought together many of the State of California’s powerful women’s leaders in business, media, politics, arts, publishing and non-profit organizations, pays tribute to the many women of African American descent whose efforts were “firsts” to  help make California a diverse land of opportunity.  Along with guided tours of exhibitions, the event also creates casual conversation among and for pioneering women regarding current gender-based issues.  This year’s featured speaker, California First Lady Maria Shriver, was selected because of the power of her conviction to women’s issues and her belief of making all the voices of the California’s contributors heard.  Shriver spoke of ground-breaking efforts initiated by the State of California to recognize extraordinary California women through a number of programs including the Minerva Awards, and the Governor’s Conference.  Says First Lady Maria Shriver, “I am thrilled at the opportunity to visit the California African American Museum and I applaud Charmaine Jefferson and her predecessors for creating a remarkable museum that celebrates the countless achievements of African Americans and shines a spotlight on the tremendous influence California's African American's have had in the development of our great state.  I look forward to creating new alliances and working together in the future as I continue my efforts to create a history museum in Sacramento that will tell the stories of California's many remarkable women”

 

Included in the fête was Shriver’s mother, Eunice, a legendary woman in her own right.  Exhibitions included in the tour were Deconstructing Apartheid: The Photographs of Peter Magubane, Black Olympians—Moments of Inspiration, the African American Journey West  and African American Artists in Los Angeles, a Survey Exhibition 1966-1989: Pathways.
 

“It is our mission as a State of California institution to chronicle the history of African Americans”, says Charmaine Jefferson, executive director of CAAM.  “However, the efforts and challenges of many women have not been captured or documented in history.  In this luncheon format, we create an environment whereby dialogue among prominent leaders can occur regarding African-American women in history, issues that women face today and create a network for bringing these issues to the forefront to effect change.  This commitment is resonated by the array of women who joined with us to hear the First Lady Maria Shriver.”  The event was sponsored by Friends, The Foundation of the California African American Museum board members Dr. Monet Daniels and Aileen Adams. 

 

The mission of the California African American Museum is to research, collect, preserve and interpret for public enrichment, the history, art and culture of African Americans with emphasis on California and the western United States.  The museum is located at 600 State Drive in Exposition Park.  Admission is free.  Parking is $6.  For more information, please call 213/744-7432 or visit our website at www.caamuseum.org.  The California African American Museum is a State of California Museum, Arnold Schwarzenegger, Governor.  
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Pictured (l-r): Aileen Adams, event sponsor; CAAM Executive Director Charmaine Jefferson; First Lady Maria Shriver; Dr. Monet Daniels, event sponsor; Evelyn Carter, Curator of Education at CAAM.

