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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
The	
  California	
  African	
  American	
  Museum	
  presents	
  ‘Coloring	
  Independently:	
  
1940s	
  African	
  American	
  Stills	
  From	
  the	
  Collection	
  of	
  the	
  California	
  African	
  

American	
  Museum’	
  
	
  

August	
  27,	
  2015	
  through	
  February	
  29,	
  2016	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  

Los	
  Angeles	
  –	
  August	
  20,	
  2015	
  –	
  The	
  California	
  African	
  American	
  Museum	
  (CAAM)	
  
is	
  pleased	
  to	
  announce	
  its	
  latest	
  exhibition,	
  Coloring	
  Independently:	
  1940s	
  African	
  
American	
  Stills	
  From	
  the	
  Collection	
  of	
  the	
  California	
  African	
  American	
  Museum.	
  The	
  
exhibition	
  will	
  feature	
  more	
  than	
  80	
  film	
  stills	
  and	
  photographs	
  from	
  the	
  museum’s	
  
unique	
  collection	
  of	
  African	
  American	
  films	
  from	
  the	
  1940s.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  opening	
  reception	
  of	
  Coloring	
  Independently	
  will	
  be	
  held	
  at	
  CAAM	
  on	
  Thursday,	
  
August	
  27,	
  from	
  6	
  p.m.	
  until	
  9	
  p.m.,	
  which	
  will	
  include	
  a	
  presentation	
  by	
  the	
  New	
  
York	
  Museum	
  of	
  Modern	
  Art’s	
  Associate	
  Curator,	
  Department	
  of	
  Film	
  Ron	
  Magliozzi.	
  	
  
Additionally,	
  there	
  will	
  be	
  a	
  screening	
  of	
  the	
  historic	
  film,	
  “Bert	
  Williams	
  Lime	
  Kiln	
  
Club	
  Field	
  Day.”	
  
	
  
The	
  rare	
  collection	
  of	
  African	
  American	
  films,	
  referred	
  to	
  as	
  “race	
  films,”	
  consisted	
  of	
  
all	
  black	
  casts,	
  directors,	
  producers,	
  and	
  writers,	
  intended	
  for	
  an	
  all	
  black	
  audience.	
  
Black	
  directors	
  and	
  producers	
  presented	
  their	
  films	
  in	
  theaters	
  designated	
  for	
  
blacks	
  only.	
  However,	
  due	
  to	
  the	
  ruling	
  of	
  the	
  Hollywood	
  Antitrust	
  Case	
  of	
  1948	
  
(United	
  States	
  v.	
  Paramount	
  Pictures),	
  race	
  films	
  disappeared	
  altogether.	
  
Approximately	
  500	
  race	
  films	
  were	
  created	
  and	
  now	
  only	
  a	
  few	
  hundred	
  remain.	
  As	
  
a	
  result	
  of	
  race	
  films	
  being	
  made	
  outside	
  of	
  Hollywood,	
  mainstream	
  film	
  historians	
  
disregarded	
  them.	
  

-­‐-­‐more-­‐-­‐	
  



CAAM – Coloring Independently   2-2-2-2 
 

	
  
Coloring	
  Independently	
  will	
  feature	
  films	
  such	
  as	
  “I	
  Ain’t	
  Gonna	
  Open	
  That	
  Door”	
  
(1949)	
  and	
  “Beware”	
  (1946).	
  	
  “I	
  Ain’t	
  Gonna	
  Open	
  That	
  Door”	
  features	
  the	
  famed	
  
black	
  comedian,	
  Stepin	
  Fetchit.	
  	
  “Beware,”	
  directed	
  by	
  Bud	
  Pollard,	
  feautres	
  an	
  all	
  
black	
  cast	
  including	
  the	
  King	
  of	
  Jukebox	
  himself,	
  Louis	
  Jordan.	
  	
  Regarded	
  as	
  one	
  of	
  
the	
  most	
  popular	
  and	
  successful	
  musicians	
  and	
  bandleaders	
  of	
  his	
  time,	
  Jordan	
  often	
  
used	
  films	
  and	
  soundies,	
  early	
  versions	
  of	
  music	
  videos,	
  as	
  a	
  promotional	
  means	
  for	
  
his	
  music.	
  	
  
	
  
This	
  event	
  is	
  free	
  and	
  open	
  to	
  the	
  public.	
  CAAM	
  is	
  located	
  at	
  600	
  State	
  Drive,	
  
Exposition	
  Park.	
  Parking	
  is	
  $10	
  and	
  located	
  at	
  39th	
  and	
  Figueroa	
  Streets.	
  	
  Take	
  Los	
  
Angeles	
  Metro’s	
  Expo	
  Line	
  and	
  exit	
  the	
  Expo	
  Park/USC	
  station.	
  	
  For	
  more	
  
information	
  on	
  CAAM	
  visit	
  www.caamuseum.org	
  or	
  call	
  213.744.7432.	
  	
  
	
  
ABOUT	
  THE	
  CALIFORNIA	
  AFRICAN	
  AMERICAN	
  MUSEUM	
  
CAAM	
  is	
  a	
  state	
  agency	
  charged	
  with	
  researching,	
  collecting,	
  preserving	
  and	
  
interpreting	
  for	
  public	
  enrichment	
  the	
  history,	
  art	
  and	
  culture	
  of	
  African	
  Americans.	
  
Collaboratively	
  operating	
  in	
  partnership	
  with	
  its	
  501(c)(3)	
  non-­‐profit	
  organization	
  
Friends,	
  the	
  Foundation	
  of	
  the	
  California	
  African	
  American	
  Museum,	
  CAAM	
  houses	
  a	
  
permanent	
  collection	
  of	
  over	
  4,000	
  objects	
  of	
  art,	
  artifacts	
  and	
  historical	
  documents,	
  
and	
  a	
  publicly	
  accessible	
  Research	
  Library	
  containing	
  more	
  than	
  20,000	
  volumes.	
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